[Sudden incapacity of walking].
Two cases of pain and sudden incapacity of walking are presented. In one case aortic dissection, and in the other a massive cholesterol embolism due to aortography were the causing events. The diagnostic evaluation of the patients and the organisation of the emergency services were insufficient in both cases. There was also a lack of adequate communication with patients and relatives, leading to a loss of trust in the hospitals. Although the diagnoses were incorrect, this had no influence on the clinical courses. Nevertheless, the demonstrated deficiencies should stimulate the reevaluation of one's own emergency concept.